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ecology and environment, inc.

111 WEST JACKSON BLVD., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604, TEL. 312-663-9415

International Specialists in the Environment

MEMORANDUM

DATE: June 5, 1985
T0: File I
FROM: Sue Ryan"'M

SUBJECT: Michigan/R05-8410-038
Highland/Hi Mill Manufacturing
MID005341714 MI-0413

A site inspection of the above named facility was conducted on

May 21, 1985 by Sue Ryan and Paula Ventura. Hi Mill Manufacturing
fabricates tubular aluminum, copper and brass parts. Process rinse
water from dipping operations was discharged to an on-site lagoon
prior to 1981. Spray evaporation was also used as a disposal method.
Heavy metal contamination of the adjacent Highland Recreation area
marsh sediments and water has been confirmed by the MDNR.

In November 1983, water, sludge and sediments were removed from the
pond. The excavation reportedly went down one foot into clean clay
and sand was used to fill in the hole. According to manifests in
canpany files, the following quantity of waste was removed:

142 cubic yards contaminated soil

34,400 gallons contaminated sludge

63,300 gallons water (probably not the

total quantity)

Current waste disposal practices include recycling more of the rinse
water in the plant and off-site disposal of the remaining waste
approximately every two months. The waste water is neutralized with
caustic soda and stored in two 1600 gallon underground tanks prior to
pickup by General 0i1 Company every two months. The site is
completely fenced. Drinking and process water is obtained from two
on-site wells that are between 60 and 80 feet deep.
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